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Newly introduced women’s basketball coach Matt Bollant addresses a crowd of Panther supporters and members of the media Monday afternoon in 
Lantz Arena.
HOME STAND WRAP UP
Eastern’s softball team will be hosting 
Fort Wayne to finish a three-game 
home stand.
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By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball pro-
gram needed a desperate answer to get the 
team back to a competitive level and East-
ern’s answer to fix that problem was hiring 
former University of Illinois women’s bas-
ketball coach Matt Bollant. 
Bollant was formally introduced as the 
new head coach of the women’s basketball 
team Monday and he is excited to start 
and get the program turned around.
“There’s very little distractions here,” 
Bollant said. “We can be great and I came 
here to do that and we’re going to do that 
as fast as possible. With the returners we 
have this year, it sounds like they want to 
work and they have some good cultures in 
place and if that’s true, it’s going to hap-
pen fast.”  
He was hired Friday afternoon after 
five weeks went by since the Panthers let 
go Debbie Black. 
Bollant spent the last five seasons as the 
coach at Illinois and was let go one week 
after Black. By that point Eastern had 50 
applicants to fill the position. 
Athletic Director Tom Michael said he 
knew there would be interest in the po-
sition but did not know to what extent. 
But when Eastern began the hunt to find 
a new coach, Bollant was still employed. 
He called Michael the day after he was let 
go by Illinois, he said. 
When Michael received Bollant’s voice 
mail, he was expecting that Bollant want-
ed to talk about the other potential candi-
dates in the pool, but found out that was 
not the case. 
“I called him back and we talked about 
it and he was asking some questions and 
he said ‘I’m really, really interested in the 
position,’” Michael said. “I’m like ‘ok, 
now this conversation can take a different 
approach.’ I was really excited about that 
and that kind of certainly changed some 
thought process at that point in time.”
For most, the past four weeks have 
gone by fast, and for Eastern to file 
through close to 100 total applications, 
that seemed to go quick, as well. But for 
a workhorse like Bollant, it did not feel 
that way. 
He was hired one month after being let 
go by Illinois.
“Some of my friends in the business 
said ‘boy that was fast,”’ Bollant said. “But 
it didn’t feel fast for me. I know Eastern 
did it as fast as they could. I’m just some-
one that likes to work. I was up at five this 
morning. I’ve been up everyday this week 
and already got one recruit and hoping to 
get another tonight (Monday). I like to 
work. I grew up in a family and my dad 
taught us to work. I did not like the last 
three weeks. I was going crazy, so I was 
anxious to get back to work.”
Within his first two full days as the 
coach, he had landed one recruit from 
Australia and that is what going to be se-
nior Grace Lennox looks most forward to. 
She said they struggled a bit the past 
two years with recruiting, and she is excit-
ed for Bollant to bring in more talent even 
though she only has one year left. 
“I just feel like I came here to win. I 
came here to have winning seasons,” Len-
nox said. “I’ve had three kind of bad los-
ing seasons and I feel like we’ve got the 
best coach in place for a successful season 
and I want to get a ring.”
Bollant has had clear success in his last 
three coaching gigs at Illinois, Green Bay 
and Bryan College. That success includes 
trips to the NCAA Tournament. 
While the experience at Big 10 school 
Illinois is great, the success at “Eastern-lev-
el schools” like Green Bay and Bryan Col-
lege is what really drove Michael to bring-
ing him in, Michael said. 
“His passion to teach the game of bas-
ketball and how he treats the kids, he loves 
his teams and you’re going to play much 
harder for a coach that demonstrates that 
passion and enthusiasm and love for you 
than if you don’t feel that way when you 
walk into a locker room or walk out of 
practice,” Michael said. 
Bollant’s wife Kari and his daugh-
ter Regan were on hand at the introduc-
tion press conference, and he hopes that 
his family becomes part of the Charleston 
community.
“We want people to know us and get 
a feel for our family,” Bollant said. “We 
want to dive in and have an impact. I’m 
excited about that opportunity and I like 
the face that it’s a smaller town and you 
can get to know people.” 
Eastern practiced Monday afternoon 
under Bollant’s direction. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at 581-
2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Members of the women’s basketball team cheer during the announce-
ment of its new coach Matt Bollant Monday afternoon in Lantz Arena.
Former U of I coach, Bollant, introduced 
as Eastern women’s basketball coach
Final vitalization 
project reports 
to be posted
Student 
Senate hosts 
safety walk
By Chrissy Miller
Administration reporter | @DEN_News
Lighting issues, crumbling side-
walks and overgrown bushes were the 
main safety concerns participants in 
the Safety Walk discovered last night.
Participants broke up into three 
groups, each focusing on different ar-
eas of the university.
Lynette Drake, interim vice pres-
ident for student affairs, said the 
groups did what they were supposed 
to and looked for shadowy places.
“There were a couple curbed areas 
that were crumbling that we caught,” 
Drake said. “There were several ar-
eas on campus where we thought that 
we didn’t necessarily need additional 
pole lighting, but maybe some lights 
on buildings facing in the directions 
of the areas that were dark (would be 
beneficial.)”
Staff Report | @DEN_News
The final recommendations from 
Workgroups No. 8 and 9 will be posted 
on the vitalization project early next week, 
Eastern President David Glassman said in 
an email to the News.
These workgroups, Academic Vision-
ing I and II, were the last two to submit 
their suggestions on Friday, April 14.
Workgroup No. 8 recommended new 
or modified programs and degree com-
pletion programs that could boost enroll-
ment.
The group also looked at what could 
be considered Eastern’s signature pro-
grams and micro degrees the university 
could implement.
Workgroup No. 9’s charge during the 
vitalization project was to study the or-
ganization of academic colleges, schools 
and departments; to study variable learn-
ing models, such as the academic calen-
dar and online courses and to study tu-
ition models.
Both of the groups had town hall 
meetings this semester to get feedback 
about their suggestions.
Glassman said the workgroups’ final 
recommendations will be posted in their 
entirety and in the same way Workgroup 
No. 1 through 7’s were posted.
People will still need an Eastern net-
ID and password to see the recommenda-
tions, however.
“Many of the recommendations and 
thoughts  that are being provided by the 
academic visioning workgroups involve 
ideas that could help EIU become more 
competitive in recruiting students,” he 
said. “I don’t believe it’s in our best interest 
to share these important ideas with the ex-
ternal community until we decide which 
to implement.”
The News desk can be reached at 
581-2812 or 
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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WHERE THERE’S CHOICE, 
THERE’S HOPE.
Appointments are available this week. 
Most women need only one visit. 
Ask for student discount.
Abortion Care Up to 24 Weeks
618-451-5722 | HOPECLINIC.COM
Come teach 
your passion 
this summer.
Looking for males and 
females to join our staff 
at Tripp Lake camp for 
Girls in Poland, Maine. 
Positions run June to 
August. Apply online at 
www.tripplakecamp.com
Teach an activity!
-Canoe
-Gymnastics
-English Riding 
-Softball
-Basketball
-Hockey
-Lacrosse
-Art
-Theatre
-Dance
-Pottery
Call us today!
1-800-997-4347
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — State 
officials say that they're making 
changes to Illinois' newly-designed 
license plates to make them easier to 
read.
The (Springfield) State Journal-
Register reports Secretary of State 
Jesse White's office has received 
complaints.
The new licenses, designed by 
White's office, were rolled out in 
January. White says the old plates 
were becoming less reflective, making 
them harder for authorities to see.
The new plates feature Chicago's 
skyline, a barn with a windmill , 
the Capitol and part of Abraham 
Lincoln's face.
But some, including Caryn King 
of Springfield, have criticized the 
new plates. They object to the design 
combination and say it's hard to 
read.
White's spokesman Dave Druker 
says future batches of new plates 
will have darker ink, among other 
changes. The office will gradually 
send replacements for passenger 
vehicles at no extra cost.
By Cassady Jackson
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
With a mix of new programs and old methods, East-
ern has been making the push to attract transfer students. 
Rita Pearson, a transfer coordinator, said counselors do 
everything possible to help prospective students.  
Some strategies she mentioned were conducting unof-
ficial evaluations of transfer credit, starting to host Trans-
fer Open Houses this year and continuing to visit com-
munity colleges to meet with students and counselors.
Wade Morrison, a sophomore geography major who 
transferred to Eastern this year, said he thought it would 
be difficult to see how his credits transferred and if he 
could still graduate in a timely manner, but it was not.
 “The counselors worked really well with me in the 
process and everything turned out all right,” Morrison 
said.
 Jay Abell, a senior political science major who trans-
ferred last year, also said the counselors helped him with 
his decision to attend Eastern. Before transferring, he 
spoke with an Eastern representative at his community 
college.
 He said the representative’s information about the stu-
dent-teacher ratio made him want to come to Eastern.
Morrison said he was initially nervous about making 
friends, as he did not know many people at Eastern.
In the end, though, he said it was not that bad. 
“I got lucky and made a lot of friends with the people 
on my floor,” Morrison said.
Along with the regular pressures of transferring 
schools, the budget impasse and enrollment issues East-
ern and other state universities have gone through can 
also cause concerns for some.
However, Abell said the budget crisis had no affect on 
him when choosing Eastern.
 He said he knew the university would still be OK 
even during this difficult time.
Pearson said the enrollment pinch is not just an East-
ern issue. Instead, colleges across Illinois are seeing de-
creases in enrollment.
“It is our challenge to get (a positive) message out to 
our future students through the noise of budget concerns 
and rigorous out-of-state competition,” she said. 
Cassady Jackson can be reached at 581-2812 or 
cjjackson@eiu.edu.
Transfer students find smooth transition
Officials improve 
legibility of new 
license plates
Kim's 'gotta behave:' 
Trump talks tough on North Korea
PANMUNJOM, South Korea (AP) 
— The White House displayed a tough 
and unyielding approach to North Korea 
and its nuclear ambitions Monday, 
with President Donald Trump warning 
that Kim Jong Un has "gotta behave" 
and Vice President Mike Pence sternly 
advising Kim not to test America's resolve 
and military power.
Trump, in Washington, and Pence at 
the tense Demilitarized Zone between 
North and South Korea, signaled a 
forceful U.S. stance on North Korea's 
recent actions and threats. But no one was 
predicting what might come next.
Pence, inspecting the DMZ, warned 
Pyongyang that after years of testing the 
U.S. and South Korea with its nuclear 
ambitions, "the era of strategic patience is 
over." Appearing later with South Korea's 
acting president, Hwang Kyo-ahn, the 
vice president pointed to Trump's recent 
military actions in Syria and Afghanistan 
as signs that the new administration 
would not shrink from acting against the 
North.
"North Korea would do well not to 
test his resolve — or the strength of the 
armed forces of the United States in this 
region," Pence said at the start of a 10-day 
trip to Asia.
Pence's remarks also came with hope 
for a diplomatic path. Washington, he 
said, was looking for security "through 
peaceable means, through negotiations."
In the meantime, North Korea's 
deputy U.N. ambassador accused the 
United States of turning the Korean 
peninsula into "the world's biggest 
hotspot" and creating "a dangerous 
situation in which a thermonuclear war 
may break out at any moment."
Kim In Ryong told a news conference 
Monday that U.S.-South Korean military 
exercises being staged now are the largest-
ever "aggressive war drill." He said 
North Korea's measures to bolster its 
nuclear forces are self-defensive "to cope 
with the U.S. vicious nuclear threat and 
blackmail," and he said his country "is 
ready to react to any mode of war desired 
by the U.S."
North Korea's latest missile test fizzled 
over the weekend, but its weapons 
development has appeared to make 
steady progress in recent years. The North 
conducted two nuclear test explosions 
and 24 ballistic missile tests in 2016, and 
experts predict it could have a nuclear-
tipped missile capable of reaching the 
U.S. mainland within a few years.
Pence said after meeting with South 
Korea's acting president that the U.S. and 
its allies have attempted to "peacefully 
dismantle North Korea's nuclear 
program" for more than two decades. 
"But at every step of the way, North 
Korea answered our overtures with willful 
deception, broken promises and nuclear 
and missile tests."
It remains unclear the extent to which 
China might step up. Trump and his 
advisers have pointed to Beijing's move 
to restrict coal imports from North Korea 
as a sign Beijing is listening, and the 
U.S. says China has turned back some 
shipments in recent days. But some of 
those restrictions merely put in place 
U.N. sanctions passed last year with 
China's support — before Trump took 
office.
Trump himself appeared to reinforce 
the stern U.S. message at the White 
House, replying "Gotta behave" when 
a CNN reporter asked what message he 
had for North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un.
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SUMMER
SESSION
SOAK UP THE SUN.  EXPLORE THE CITY. 
TAKE THE CLASSES YOU NEED.
Roosevelt’s Summer Session allows you to enjoy summer and get one step closer to 
graduation by earning the credits you need.  Our summer schedule offers a large variety 
of 1-week, 2-week, 5-week and 10-week courses.  Online and on-campus classes are 
available at our Chicago and Schaumburg locations from May through August. 
Find your course and make summer count! 
Learn more at  
roosevelt.edu/eiu-eastern
Lynnsey Veach
Contributing Writer | lmveach@eiu.edu
Local businesses shared their sup-
port of the Eastern community and 
expressed concerns about declining 
enrollment and the approaching end 
of the spring semester.
An impact study conducted by 
Coles Together, an economic devel-
opment organization, detailed the 
economic effect Eastern has on the 
Charleston community.
According to this study, Charleston 
businesses attribute up to 40 percent 
of their revenue to Eastern’s presence. 
For every 1,000 students enrolled 
at Eastern, spending in Coles Coun-
ty increased by $8.6 million.
Angela Griffin, the president of 
Coles Together, said the organization 
was inspired to research this subject 
because of concerns from local busi-
nesses. 
Julian Avalos, manager of Mi Casa 
Tu Casa and an Eastern student, said 
he has noticed support from students 
and faculty during his year working at 
the restaurant, which is located near 
Old Main.
The restaurant has struggled to gain 
new customers, he said, noting that 
most of their returning customers are 
connected to the university. 
The restaurant is even considering 
temporarily closing during the sum-
mer, as many students leave after the 
spring semester or graduate, Avalos 
said. 
Avalos said he estimates nearly 60 
to 70 percent of Mi Casa Tu Casa’s 
business comes from Eastern students 
and staff. 
Mi Casa Tu Casa also  employs stu-
dents, making it difficult to keep the 
business fully staffed in the summer.   
Because the restaurant relies on 
Eastern’s population, declining en-
rollment poses a challenge for them 
as well.
“The owner tells me when there 
is less enrollment it really does affect 
us,” Avalos said. 
Maurices, a women’s clothing store, 
also attracts business from the Eastern 
community, Angelina Palermo, the 
store’s assistant manager, said. 
She said the store has six employ-
ees who study at Eastern, including 
herself. 
Maurices relies on students who 
shop for campus events and functions 
throughout the school year, Palermo 
said.
“Eastern is really important to 
our business,” Palermo said. “A lot 
of faculty also come here looking for 
clothes.”
David Kirsch, general manager of 
Unique Suites Hotel, said the business 
depends on the Eastern community 
to be successful. 
Along with families visiting their 
students throughout the year, Kirsch 
said athletic events at Eastern also 
draw business in. 
The Days Inn Charleston also con-
siders Eastern’s presence in the com-
munity a contributing factor in their 
business, Cameran Lotz, assistant 
manager of the hotel, said. She said 
the hotel is busiest during athletic 
events and occasions such as Family 
Weekend.
Lotz said professors at Eastern who 
live out of town often stay the night 
at the hotel, and this helps their busi-
ness as well. 
Carl Wolff, the owner of Gate-
way Liquors, said all of his employees 
study at Eastern.
 “Eastern affects the whole city of 
Charleston, that’s what Charleston is. 
It’s a university town,” Wolff said.  
Robin Atteberry, store manager of 
CVS Pharmacy, said the store em-
ploys five students. “That’s 30 percent 
of our staff,” Atteberry said.
Vicky Hinds, the owner of First 
Impressions Salon, said Eastern’s 
presence attracts more businesses in 
Charleston, which gives her salon 
more traffic.  
She said the salon is able to draw 
more clients in because of its connec-
tion to Eastern. “It allows us to get in-
volved in EIU events, Homecoming 
and Greek life,” Hinds said. 
Lynnsey Veach can be reached at 
581-2812 or lmveach@eiu.edu. 
Businesses talk economic impact of students
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Julian Avalos, manager at Mi Casa Tu Casa works the cashier Monday afternoon. Avalos has managed the re-
straunt for the past year.
Staff Report | @DEN_News
The City Council will vote on 
amending the city budget for Fis-
cal Year 2016-2017 at its meeting 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday in City Hall.
The budget has already been 
passed by the city counci l  and 
made available at the City Clerk’s 
Office.
If the motion is passed, the an-
nual budget for fiscal year 2016-
2017 would be amended as to the 
Tax Increment Financing Fund, 
Tourism and Special Events Fund, 
Water and Sewer Fund, and Em-
ployee Benefit Fund. Charleston’s 
comptroller would be authorized 
to amend the annual budget to 
conform to the provisions of the 
ordinance. 
Also on the agenda is the autho-
rization of a purchase from a sin-
gle-source vendor for ambulance 
billing software and and ordinance 
authorizing incentives for business 
and industrial development.
The News staff can be reached at 581-
2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com
City council 
to vote on 
amending 
budget
City Council
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday
City Hall
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Letters to the Editor
Have a rebuttal to offer a columnist? Want 
to dissect a comic? Did the editorial strike a 
chord with you? Send your thoughts to opinions.
DEN@gmail.com. Letters to the editor should 
be fewer than 250 words in length.
Interested in writing for the DEN next school 
year? Contact the opinion desk with your ideas 
and writing experiences.
COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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Summer Slump
Alex Bonnot
Shelby Niehaus
Exhibit respect 
for all workers, 
not just college 
educated ones
Comfort food should be about self-love
Create summer reading lists to kickstart fun
After reading an article about a girl who ate 
McDonald’s at every meal for a week, I have a 
lot to say in response to her “takeaway.” While 
I am a person that loves cheeseburgers, French 
fries and chicken nuggets, I know that eat-
ing those all the time is extremely unhealthy. 
So, instead of letting myself eat those foods all 
the time, I made getting the French fries and 
cheeseburgers a treat to celebrate my good eat-
ing habits throughout the week.
Then I read this article, and was immediate-
ly angered at the points this woman tried to 
make.
This woman decided to try eating McDon-
ald’s at every meal for a week, and tried turn-
ing it into some empowering act that made her 
realize that all people should be treating them-
selves whenever they want, which is true, but 
her reasons for believing this are flawed.
Throughout her article, she cites her fears for 
doing such a test because after watching Super 
Size Me, she knew the health risks that could 
come with it. At first she tried eating healthy, 
but by Wednesday she decided to go for the 
cheeseburgers, fries and milkshakes whenev-
er she wanted. After doing this she explains 
that she learned that she should not be embar-
rassed to eat whatever she wants, and that oth-
ers should not either. 
Her reason for believing this? After eating 
“four cheeseburgers, 10 nuggets, two milk-
shakes and a lot of fries,” she found that she 
had not gained a single pound.
Now, not only does weight gain typically 
not show that quickly, but the person doing 
this exercise looked to be someone who was 
naturally slim and did not need to worry about 
gaining weight at a quick rate. While she may 
have not have had bad results while doing this, 
that does not mean that others would not. On 
top of that, weight gain is not necessarily the 
only thing to worry about when eating a diet 
like that.
There are serious health problems to eating 
the cheeseburger whenever you want. Just look 
at what happened to the guy in Super Size Me; 
the writer of this article even points out that he 
had irreversible heart damage occur after eating 
only McDonald’s for 30 days. 
Now I will say it is unfair of me to make as-
sumptions about this woman based on her ap-
pearance, but it is very irresponsible to post an 
article telling people that they should be in-
dulging in whatever they want all the time. Yes, 
she points out it is not the best idea to eat Mc-
Donalds every day, but after saying that she 
contradicts herself by saying you should treat 
yourself whenever you want because you will 
not gain weight. 
Yeah, you may not have gained weight, but 
someone with a slower metabolism might. I am 
not saying that you should not treat yourself to 
a delicious cheeseburger; if you want a burger, 
then eat a burger. What I am saying is that it is 
ludicrous to base your reason for treating your-
self all the time on the fact that “you did not 
gain a pound,” when your body may be built 
in a way that gives you that luxury.
I get that this was supposed to send a posi-
tive message to love yourself even when you eat 
unhealthy food, because you should, but all I 
could think after reading it was that the only 
message she is sending is that when deciding 
whether or not to eat something, one’s prima-
ry concern should be weight gain. Instead of 
making girls feel like weight is the sole deter-
miner of their beauty and self-worth, let us try 
to send a message to love yourself regardless. 
So yeah, go eat the cheeseburger, but not 
because you will not gain weight, but because 
you want to.
Alex Bonnot is a senior English language arts 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
agbonnot@eiu.edu.
You would think that, as an English major, 
I spend my year reading and enjoying the fan-
tasy world of print.
And you would be right. To a degree.
To tell the truth, I spend most of my school 
year reading what is assigned to me. Being 
in six classes takes up a lot of time, and all 
my professors know how much reading their 
students can handle. As a result, I am usual-
ly swamped with chapter upon chapter of dry 
textbook material interspersed with the blood-
iest Shakespeare plays in the canon. 
My pleasure reading list, as a result, contin-
ues to grow. I never have time to cross any-
thing off of it. 
However, summer fast approaches, and if 
summer is good for anything, it is clearing out 
my reading list.
I celebrate the fact that many of my peers 
have exited the life stage where it was cool to 
insist that you did not read; so many of my 
friends, English majors or not, love reading 
and want more time to read. This summer, I 
invite you to set up your reading list to clear 
out all those novels gathering dust on your 
shelf.
Before you start reading for the summer, I 
suggest you make a list. This list does not have 
to be a strict itinerary, but it should be enough 
to get you started and to keep you going. 
I like to separate my reading lists into cat-
egories so I know what kinds of books I 
place together in my order. For instance, I 
do not want to follow a re-read of House of 
Leaves (known for its dense material and psy-
chological content) with a history book on 
Tokugawa-era Japan; that seems like an exer-
cise in frustration and a recipe for tired eyes. 
Take care to figure out what genre each 
book on your list belongs to, and know be-
forehand what kind of attention level you 
want to devote to it. I separate my books into 
a few rough groupings that take both of these 
factors into account: new fiction, classics, re-
reads, comics and nonfiction (which I separate 
even further). 
Obviously I can organize some books the-
matically from here; I would not want to delve 
back into the first Harry Potter book (a day’s 
read at most) and then shelve the series for a 
month before moving along to the next. But 
these rough categories help me understand 
when I want to switch gears with my books.
For instance, my first book on the list is a 
beloved fiction omnibus, the Obsidian and 
Blood trilogy, that I plan to re-read and then 
send to a friend for their summer reading. Af-
ter that nearly 900-page fiction work, I plan to 
switch gears to La Guerre, Yes Sir!, a French-
Canadian dark comedy (and much shorter 
novel) that I have been meaning to read for 
some time now. I would not want to follow 
Obsidian and Blood with another huge book, 
nor a particularly hard read. 
I plan to use these cushioning methods to 
help me get through tougher books. In be-
tween some education books I have left over 
from the last library sale I plan to squeeze in a 
visit back to my childhood favorite, The Book 
of Three, as a nice interlude and brain break. 
This way, I will feel energized enough to get 
through the harder texts and I will appreciate 
the favorites even more.
Some of my summer reading plans also take 
into account what I am doing during the es-
timated time period. I plan, for example, to 
read much lighter fare during my late-May 
road trip than what I plan to be reading in the 
sweltering mid-July lull. 
As you read this summer, keep in mind that 
your reading list is not strict. If a book grabs 
your eye, or if someone lends you a beloved 
tome and begs you to share the journey, take 
a detour! The whole point of constructing this 
list was to maximize your enjoyment of the 
written word, so taking time to smell the liter-
ary roses is always central to your reading ex-
perience.
Have a happy final stretch, everyone, and 
take comfort in the well-crafted reading list 
that awaits you this summer.
Shelby Niehaus is a senior English language 
arts major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
scniehaus@eiu.edu.
Most people who give several thousand dol-
lars and several years of their lives to a universi-
ty such as Eastern tend to believe in the impor-
tance of a college education, for obvious reasons. 
But it is easy to turn that high regard for educa-
tion into a disdain for anyone who lacks it.
We should remember that people have a va-
riety of reasons for not attaining a college ed-
ucation but that they deserve no less respect. 
Many people simply cannot afford to go to col-
lege straight out of high school. Not everyone is 
fortunate enough to have parents who had the 
financial means to save up for college. 
Or perhaps they have decided that the in-
vestment of time and money is too great for 
this point in their lives. Although most people 
go straight from high school to college, some 
people judge they would be better off learning 
a marketable skill and becoming financially sta-
ble before they taken on a huge debt. Not ev-
ery 18-year-old is necessarily ready for the col-
lege experience.
Of course, some people will forgo the college 
experience indefinitely. For many students, their 
only motivation to attend college is to get a well-
paying job. But plenty of well-paying jobs do 
not require any education beyond a high school 
diploma. Usually the only difference is that the 
job is seen as less respectable, but if that per-
son does not care that much about what others 
think of them, they will have little motivation to 
put themselves into debt.
Other students attend college so that they will 
be qualified to land their dream job doing some-
thing they are really passionate about. But of 
course, not everyone’s dream job requires a col-
lege education. 
Not everyone seeks fulfillment through em-
ployment, anyway. Some people prefer to find 
meaning and fulfillment in their lives through 
raising their children or through art, activism, 
volunteering or many other activities. For some 
people, a blue-collar job is nothing more than a 
means to an end and a way to provide for their 
necessities.
There are a number of steps we must take to 
make sure we are not biased against blue-col-
lar workers. We need to be courteous to every-
one we interact with in a business setting, even if 
they are not wearing a suit. They should not be 
talked down to as if they are not worthy of one’s 
attention. 
This means using proper manners whether or-
dering food at a fancy or a fast food restaurant. 
Simply asking for food in the form of a request 
rather than a direct order can make a big differ-
ence. Asking “Could I get a cheeseburger?” is so 
much more polite than the curt “Yea, give me a 
cheeseburger.” 
Parents should also stop using certain profes-
sions as object lessons for their children. Kids 
should not be told, “This is why you need to go 
to college—so you will not end up with a job 
like his.”
In general, we should not put so much pres-
sure on young people to get a high-paying job. 
It is far less important to have lots of spending 
money than it is to be happy with one’s life.
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Lynette Drake, interim vice president for student affairs points out areas of concern to sophomore Tarvea Durant, 
center, chair of the University Enhancement committee and graduate student Ryan Siegel Monday during the 
Safety Walk hosted by Student Senate.
» Safety
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Students to share benefits of studying in Asia
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
S t u d e n t s  w i l l  s h a r e  t h e i r 
e xpe r i ence s  s tudy ing  ab road 
in Asia during a panel at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday in room 2761 of 
Coleman Hall.
Kurt Olausen, director of study 
abroad, will give an overview of 
the programs avai lable ,  a long 
with ways students can study in 
various Asian countries.
Studying in Asia is “important 
for our future, for our economy 
and for our strategic alliances,” 
Olausen said. 
Along with talking about their 
time in Asia students will discuss 
h ow  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  d i f f e r e n t 
scholarships. 
Olausen said Jinhee Lee, the 
coordinator of the Asian Studies 
program, usually projects a Skype 
session with an Eastern graduate 
who teaches in Asia. 
Japan and South  Korea  a re 
currently the two most popular 
p lace s  to  s tudy,  accord ing  to 
Olausen.
There is almost always at least 
one student studying in South 
Korea ,  Olausen sa id ,  but  the 
demand to  t rave l  in  Japan  i s 
spreading.
Olausen said South Korea has 
a long history of good relations 
with U.S., as does Japan. 
The way Korean universities 
are structured, he explained, they 
offer a broader curriculum. 
Olausen sa id a  lot  of  As ian 
faculty members on campus are 
Korean, so they can talk about 
South Korea with students and 
encourage them to study there.
T h e  J a p a n e s e  e x c h a n g e 
program is somewhat limited to 
an Asian Studies focus, he said, 
but  i f  a  s tudent  i s  a  pol i t ica l 
science major, they can take an 
Asian politics class in Japan.
T h e r e  a r e  t w o  a r t  m a j o r s 
studying in Japan now and one 
art major who studied there last 
semester, Olausen said. 
H e  s a i d  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n 
f a c u l t y - l e d  t r i p s  t o  C h i n a , 
Indones ia  and India ,  but  the 
demand is not very high for that 
part of the world.
“India is one of those places 
where  the  cul ture  shock i s  so 
great for Westerners going there,” 
Olausen said. “It can be a hard 
place to travel.”
Asia is  an important part of 
the world, he said, especially for 
business these days.
“China  i s  a  huge  economic 
partner for the U.S.,” Olausen 
said.
China also a strategic partner, 
he said, because the country and 
its population are so large.
“ We are  educat ing  a  lo t  o f 
their students here, so there is a 
natural connection and natural 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  u s ,” 
Olausen said.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
Drake said Eastern has  had 
major safety improvements since 
she attended as a student.
“It seems like the campus is 
very well-lit compared to how it 
used to be,” Drake said. “Lighting 
o n  c a m p u s  h a s  s e e n  a  h u g e 
improvement s ince the Safety 
Walks started.”
University Police Sergeant Ryan 
Risinger said in Greek Court and 
University Court there were some 
lights out and some bushes that 
needed to be trimmed down, where 
people could hide and conceal 
themselves.
“Grounds is going to take care of 
(that) and trim some of the bushes 
back,” Risinger said. 
Risinger said it is good to get 
different members of the university 
and see what their point of view is 
on the area.
 “There are some dark areas on 
campus and some lights out that 
need to be addressed,” Risinger 
said.
Tarvea Durant,  chair of the 
S t u d e n t  S e n a t e ’s  u n i v e r s i t y 
enhancement committee, said he 
was pleased with Student Senate, 
staff and the University Police 
Department’s involvement in the 
walk. When the walk started, it 
was still light out so Durant said 
groups focused on sidewalk issues. 
Durant said he has decided 
to leave documentation of notes 
from his Safety Walk to help guide 
future student senators as they 
arrange more Safety Walks in the 
future.
“From the previous Safety Walks 
I have no type of data,” Durant 
said. “So, I’m going to make sure 
this stays on file and it’s easy to get 
to.” 
T i m  Z i m m e r ,  d i r e c t o r 
o f  Fa c i l i t i e s ,  P l a n n i n g  a n d 
Management, said student input is 
one of the most important parts of 
the Safety Walk.
“We see things every day and we 
become accustomed to looking at 
them the same way every day. So, it 
brings a fresh set of eyes,” Zimmer 
said.  “It’s  a good opportunity 
to educate the students about 
different thing on campus but 
a l so  to  see  th ings  f rom the i r 
perspective.”
Z i m m e r  s a i d  g e t t i n g  t h e 
perspect ives  of  the  UPD and 
Housing areas on campus is also 
important.
“It’s  a  good opportunity to 
communicate between different 
groups,” Zimmer said. “For me, 
I feel safe walking anywhere on 
campus or in Charleston.”
Zimmer said he has felt safer 
in his three and a half years in 
Charleston than he did being at the 
University of Illinois for 14 years.
“There are parts of the University 
of Illinois I won’t walk after dark,” 
Zimmer said. “So, Eastern to me 
is very well-lit but there are always 
opportunities for improvement.”
 Chrissy Miller can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
clmiller9@eiu.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
6
Nice, large 5 bedroom house for 
rent. Available August 2017. For 3 
to 5 people. $300 per person for 3 
tenants or $235 per person for 5 
tenants. Washer/dryer, central air, 
trash paid, pictures on Craigslist. 
307 Polk. Call (217) 417-7522. 
________________________ 4/18
Affordable studio apartment good 
campus location (217) 345-2516
________________________ 4/19
Looking for 2-3 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
________________________ 4/19
Fall: (2017) Affordable-Large, 
Beautiful and Spacious 1BR Un-
furnished Apts. On the Square 
over Z’s Music. Trash and Water 
Incl-Low Utilities-All new Appli-
ances-Laundry On-Site No Pets 
Apply at 345-2616
________________________ 4/21
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 4/28
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom. 
(217) 962-0790
_________________________ 5/1
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017. Great locations. Please con-
tact us for more information. 
(217) 348-8249  or visit our web-
site at ppwrentals.com 
_________________________ 5/1
Rent an apt- choose a gift! Offering 
military discount! Leases starting 
summer or fall. 1,2,3, &4 BR Apts. 
Carlyle Apartments (217) 348-7746 
Thecarlyleapartments.net
_________________________ 5/1
Storage units. 4x12  to 10x30. 
(217) 348-7746
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting at 
$250 a bedroom. For spring semes-
ter 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
$$
Scenic 71 acres with tillable land 
and timber; improved with a 
3,320-square-foot 5-bedroom 
ranch home with finished base-
ment, workshop, barn with apart-
ment. A must-see property only 10 
mi les  south of  Char leston! 
$599,000. Winnie Stortzum, Farm-
ers National Company, 109 East 
Main Street, Arcola. (800) 500-2693. 
www.farmersnational.com
________________________ 4/28
10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
ACROSS
 1 Pop fan?
 4 Numbers to 
crunch
 8 Asian gambling 
mecca
13 Singer DiFranco
14 Water pitchers
16 Slender 
woodwinds
17 Asian 
electronics 
giant
18 Mystery writer 
Marsh
19 Sporty car in 
a Beach Boys 
song
20 *“It’s a Mad, 
Mad, Mad, Mad 
World” actor, 
1963
22 Year, south of 
the border
23 A pep talk 
might boost it
24 *“12 Angry 
Men” actor, 
1957
28 Reduce to 
particles
30 Online money 
transfer 
facilitator
31 Scruff of the 
neck
32 Made bird 
noises
35 Pig’s digs
36 *“Anatomy of a 
Murder” actor, 
1959
40 “Breaking Bad” 
network
43 It’s a size larger 
than grande at 
Starbucks
44 Sounds of 
satisfaction
48 Like a toasted 
marshmallow 
vis-à-vis a non-
toasted one
50 Shirt with 
straps instead 
of sleeves
53 *“Road Trip” 
actor, 2000
56 Rice-based 
Spanish dish
57 PC “brain”
58 Youthful time 
in one’s life 
… which this 
puzzle might 
harken solvers 
back to?
60 Did a smith’s 
job on
62 Prized violin
63 D.C. ballplayer
64 In and of itself
65 Mister, south of 
the border
66 Prefix with 
borough
67 Bohemian
68 Puts in stitches
69 Dog breeder’s 
org.
DOWN
 1 One admired 
for his 
masculinity
 2 The tiniest bit
 3 Gesture to 
punctuate 
a great 
performance
 4 Highest 
mountain in 
North America
 5 “What a 
bummer!”
 6 Oolong and Earl 
Grey
 7 Popular 
typeface
 8 Bon ___ 
(witticism)
 9 Monastic realm
10 Many washers 
and dryers 
in apartment 
buildings
11 Stunt pilot
12 Amer. money
15 Peeved
21 Hitchcock role 
in almost every 
Hitchcock film
25 Sporting sword
26 Actress ___ 
Pinkett Smith
27 Journalist Nellie
29 “Micro” and 
“macro” 
subject, for 
short
33 Province west 
of Que.
34 Passing 
mention?
37 Winnebago 
owner, briefly
38 Bone-dry
39 In the buff
40 F.B.I. 
employee: 
Abbr.
41 Sponge
42 Behave
45 1996 Olympics 
site
46 It stores a 
synagogue’s 
Torah scrolls
47 Moving jerkily
49 “Um … O.K.”
51 “Superbad” 
producer Judd
52 Low points
54 Those, to José
55 April, May 
and June, for 
example
59 Swimmer’s 
assignment
60 Where you 
might hear 
44-Across
61 Susan of “L.A. 
Law”
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By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The new head coach of the Eastern women’s 
basketball team Matt Bollant brings proven 
success to a program that has not had a winning 
record since the 2012-13 season. 
Bollant becomes the ninth head coach of the 
Panthers and he has been a winner in many of his 
15 years of head coaching. He started his head-
coaching career at Bryan College for five years, 
followed by five years at Green Bay and five years 
at the Illinois. He has an overall record of 343-
149 and reached the postseason in 11 of his 15 
years. 
Much of Bollant’s success came during his five 
years at Green Bay where he reached the NCAA 
Tournament four times along with winning the 
Horizon League five years in a row. He won the 
Horizon League Coach of the Year four times and 
in 2015 at Illinois he won the Kay Yow Heart of 
a Coach Award. 
Along with his history of winning comes 
the success in the classroom from his student-
athletes. Bollant has had his team among the top 
of the conference each year in team GPA and 
graduation rate. 
“Every single player that I have coached has 
graduated and we will do that here as well,” 
Bollant said.
Bollant takes an active role to make sure his 
players are excelling in the classroom as well as 
the court. The active role he takes is by asking 
them about assignments that are coming up and 
gives them a date to do that assignment or else 
they will not be practicing. 
Athletic Director Tom Michael took notice 
to the success in the classroom past teams under 
Bollant have had during the hiring process.
“His commitment to the academic side and 
what he has done in the past is something that 
is important to us,” Michael said. “We want all 
of our programs, all of our coaches and all of 
our student-athletes to excel in the classroom 
and that is what they are coming he  ultimately 
is to use that degree. Ce tainly sport allows that 
t  be a vehicle for them to be more successful 
when they leave Matt has demonstrated that 
everywhere he went.”
Junior Grace Lennox will be entering her 
senior year with a new coach and has played an 
active role to keep the team practicing during the 
month long coaching vacancy. 
“We were playing at the gym six days a week 
and continuing to do individuals for 30-45 
minutes three times a week. We had a graduate 
assistant from the men’s team bringing us along 
with that,” Lennox said.
Bollant acquires a young team that had just 
one senior on it last year and will begin practicing 
with his new team this week. Eastern had a 
record of 9-19 and 5-11 in conference last season. 
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 581-2812 or 
mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
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Women’s basketball coach Matt Bollant, second from right, Athletic Director Tom Michael and Bollant’s wife Kari and daughter Regan pose for a 
photo after Monday’s introduction of the new coach.
Bollant brings past success to a program in need
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By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The track and field team split its 
time between the Mt. SAC Relays 
in California and the Western Illi-
nois Lee Calhoun Memorial Meet 
this weekend. The Panthers sent sev-
en to California while the remain-
der of the team competed at West-
ern. 
At the Mt. SAC Relays, senior 
Ruth Garippo set a school record 
in the 10,000-meter run in her first 
collegiate race in the event. She 
placed 40th with a time of 35 min-
utes, 20.52 seconds which beat pre-
vious record-holder Emily Brels-
foard by 40 seconds.
Senior Ivy Handley also set a 
school record in the event over the 
weekend in the open division in 
which she placed 14th. Handley 
ranks seventh on the Eastern ca-
reer list after finishing with a time 
of 36:35.94.
Senior Rachel Garippo is now 
second all-time at Eastern in the 
steeplechase. She placed 17th at the 
relays with a time of 10:42.14. 
Senior Julie James rounded out 
the record-setting performances by 
the women. James ran the 800-me-
ter dash in 2:09.84, moving her to 
eighth on the school’s career list. Se-
nior Kristen Paris placed 17th in the 
same race with a time of 2:11.13.
Seniors Riley McInerney and Ja-
mal Robinson were the only two 
men that competed in California. 
McInerney finished 16th in the 
steeplechase with a time of 8:53.51. 
He moved into  four th  on the 
school record list. Robinson ran the 
100-meter dash in 10.69 seconds, 
earning him 25th place. 
The Mt. SAC website boasts that 
the relays are where “the world’s 
best athletes compete”. This year’s 
compet i t ion was  hosted by El 
Camino College. 
The Panthers faced competi-
tors from all across the country and 
across the world with competitors 
representing organizations from as 
far as Japan.
The other track and field athletes 
racked up 11 first-place finishes at 
the Western meet. 
There were also three school re-
cord-breaking performances.
Senior Riley Kittridge won the 
shot put competition with a throw 
of 54’4.25”. The performance plac-
es Kittridge at 10th all-time in the 
event. 
He also placed first in the discus 
throw with a mark of 161’1”.
Junior Darneisha Spann is now 
fifth on the EIU career list in the 
100-meter hurdles. Spann won the 
race this weekend in 13.98 seconds.
Junior Lexie Yealey was the final 
Panther to move up in school-re-
cord rankings. Yealey’s 153’6” discus 
throw ranks her fourth in the event 
all-time. She was also second in the 
shot put with a mark of 42’9.5”.
The Panthers wil l  be reunit-
ed closer to home this weekend as 
the travel to Champaign for the Il-
linois Twilight meet. Eastern has 
just three regular-season meets left 
before the Ohio Valley Conference 
Championships in May.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 
581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
Track, field shatter records in California
T YLER YUNK| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior John Piper goes over the hurdles in the 60 yard hurdles. Piper won 
the race in a time of 8.07 setting a new personal best.
By Adam Shay
Women’s Golf reporter | @DEN_Sports
With a first-round score of 335, 
the Eastern women’s golf team is 
currently in ninth at  the Ohio 
Valley Conference Championship 
in Owens Cross Roads, Ala.  
The  OVC Championsh ip  i s 
a three day 54-hole tournament 
on the par 72 Robert Trent Jones 
Golf Trail.  Leading the way for 
the  Panthers  are  juniors  Anne 
Bahr and Hannah Magda.  Bahr 
is t ied for 27th with a score of 
79 and Magda is 34th with an 82 
score.  
Since the Panthers are currently 
ninth and in last, the team needs 
to remain positive in order to im-
prove their ranking.  Bahr said 
the Panthers’ spirits are not low 
by any means and after day one, 
everybody is anxious to improve 
during tomorrow’s round.  
“I think we all know what we 
need to change for tomorrow,” 
Bahr said. “And it seems like we 
a l ready  have  the  menta l i ty  o f 
wanting to attack the course to-
morrow.”
Over the next two days, Bahr 
would like to finish the champi-
onship in the top-15, she said. 
As the round came to an end, 
the Panthers struggled on some of 
the later holes.  Senior Alexandra 
Pickens, who is tied for 39th with 
an 86, said the team shot well on 
the first nine holes, but finishing 
strong was the problem for the 
Panthers.  
“Our goal is to finish strong,” 
Pickens said.  “Everyone had a 
good nine hole score, we just need 
to stay with it  for the other 9. 
For most of us, that was what the 
problem was.”
Pickens was not the only golfer 
who believed the Panthers strug-
gled on the later holes.  Bahr said 
this is not the first time those fin-
ishing holes have given the Pan-
thers problems.
“I can’t think of a specific one 
in general, but the finishing holes 
at this course are pretty tough,” 
Bahr said.  “Sixteen, 17, and 18 
have always given us problems 
in the past, especially 16 and 17. 
Hopefully we get revenge on some 
holes that caused us problems to-
day.”
Finishing off the five Panther 
golfers are seniors Chloe Wong 
and  Madi son  Burge t t .   Wong 
holds the 42nd place with an 88 
and right behind her in 43rd is 
Burgett with a score of 91.  
Eastern Kentucky and Murray 
State are tied for first place with 
a team score of 286, 2 under par. 
Indiv idual ly,  sophomores  El sa 
Moberly from Eastern Kentucky 
and Linet te  Holms lykke  f rom 
Murray State are tied for first with 
a score of 68.  
Adam Shay can be reached at 581-
2812 or acshay@eiu.edu.
Panthers in ninth at conference championship
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
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Junior short stop Kiley Pelker fields a ground ball in the Panthers’ 3-1 win 
over Tennessee-Martin in the first game of the doubleheader Friday at Wil-
liams Field.
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Softball team to host Fort Wayne
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Junior short stop Kiley Pelker fields a ground ball in the Panthers’ 3-1 win over Tennessee-Martin in the first game of the doubleheader Friday at Williams 
Field.
 By JJ Bullock
Softball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern softball team will 
f inish off  i t s  three-game home 
stand as they host the ailing In-
diana-Purdue-Fort Wayne Mast-
odons Tuesday at Williams Field. 
The Mastodons are 2-8 in their 
last 10 games and are struggling 
overal l  this  season with a 9-31 
(2-7 conference) record. 
E a s t e r n  h e a d  c o a c h  K i m 
Schuette is not focused on Fort 
Wayne’s struggles however.
“We played IPFW earlier this 
year, but honestly, today in prac-
tice we focused on us, on our own 
team,” Schuette said. “We did sev-
eral fundamentals and corrected a 
few miscues that have happened 
lately.”
Much of Fort Wayne’s struggles 
this season can be attributed to 
their pitching staff which is sport-
ing a Summit League high in both 
ERA (5.72) and walks (154).
Schuette is  a lso making sure 
to tackle Fort Wayne struggling 
pitching staff the way she would 
take on any other. 
“Every day is a new opportuni-
ty. I cannot make any promises ex-
cept our shoes will be clean, our 
shirts tucked in and we will hus-
tle, I know the blue team (East-
ern) wil l  work hard,” she said. 
“I have not really looked at their 
numbers lately because today was 
all about us; the blue team.”
The matchup for  Eas tern  i s 
their first non-conference game 
since they beat Butler 2-0 and will 
be their first non-conference home 
game of  the season.  The game 
presents Schuette the opportuni-
ty to try some new players in the 
lineup.
“We will work hard in warmups 
and have an opportunity to com-
pete,” Schuette said. “Competi-
tion is everywhere in life and to-
morrow it will be on the field. I 
hope to see a few more players and 
combinations as well.”
On offensive, the Mastodons 
boast the Summit Leagues top hit-
ter in battering average, Lauren 
Watson is hitting .354 with 11 
stolen bases this season.
Along wi th  Watson,  Brooke 
Imel is hitting .345 with a team-
high .422 on base percentage. 
The team as a whole ranks just 
sixth in the conference with a .254 
team batting average. 
Things will not get any easier 
for the Mastodon lineup as they 
will face an Eastern pitching staff 
that has been very hot over the 
last month.
Staf f  ace  Jess ica  Wireman i s 
coming off  another good game 
where she went seven innings and 
struck out seven batters  in the 
process, bring her season total to 
a team-high 127. 
Her counterpart Michelle Rog-
ers also had a good outing her last 
game, she too, went seven innings 
and gave up just one run. 
JJ Bullock can be reached at 
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
By Tyler McCluskey
Assistant Sports Editor @McCluskeySports
The Eastern baseball team will have 
another mid-week matchup on Tuesday 
against non-conference team Butler (22-
14, 2-4).
The Panthers (8-27, 4-11) took one 
game in their series against Belmont over 
the past weekend.
Junior Joe Duncan had a good show-
ing in game three going 1-4 with a home 
run and scoring two runs which puts his 
batting average to .273 on the season. 
He also stole two bases for his 11th on 
the year. Duncan is tied for first in the 
Ohio Valley Conference for stolen bases. 
Duncan has 37 stolen bases in his career, 
that puts him tied for eighth on the all-
time list for the Panthers.
The probable starter for Eastern is se-
nior Alex Cain. Cain has made 11 ap-
pearances so far this season with no wins 
or losses. He has 12 strikeouts on the sea-
son that goes along with a 5.72 ERA and 
opposing batters are hitting .287 against 
him. The projected starter for the Bull-
dogs is Danny Pobereyko. He is 2-0 on 
the year in nine games with an impres-
sive 1.54 ERA and only six strikeouts in 
11.2 innings of work, this will be his first 
career start. 
Junior Matt Albert hit his 12th home 
run on the season in game three against 
Belmont. Albert ranks 4th in the OVC 
in that stat, but also ranks seventh in 
slugging percentage with .661. Albert is 
two home runs shy of getting on the top-
10 list for Eastern. To go along with his 
12 home runs, Albert is hitting .278 and 
leads the team in RBI’s with 37. 
As for the Bulldogs, they are coming 
off of getting swept by No. 22 St. John’s 
at home over the weekend. After they 
face Eastern, they will head to Indiana to 
take on Indiana before returning to Big 
East action against Xavier this weekend.
Michael Hartnagel leads the team in 
batting average having a high .411. The 
next closest on the team is Jordan Lucio 
with .292. Hartnagel has 51 hits going 
into the game, the school record is at 81 
and Butler still has 16 games left on the 
season. He also leads the team in doubles 
with 12 and runs scored with 31, and is 
second on the team with 20 RBI’s. The 
only two players on the team to play in 
every game is Hatnagel and Tyler Hous-
ton.
The game is at Bulldog Park in Indi-
anapolis at 3 p.m. on Tuesday. The Pan-
thers take on Lindenwood-Belleville (25-
19, 12-12), on Wednesday at Coaches 
Stadium at 4 p.m.
Tyler McCluskey can be reached at 
581-2812 or at trmccluskey@eiu.edu.
Baseball team to take on Butler
By Maher Kawash 
Baseball Reporter  | @DEN_Sports 
The Eastern Illinois baseball 
team hit 26 home runs all of last 
season, and has already well sur-
passed that total this season. 
This Panther team may be re-
building, but the new talent com-
bined with transfers and fresh-
man has provided a different look 
on the offensive end. 
Eastern has hit 36 home runs 
already this year, and still have 20 
games left on the season. 
Now, it is understood that last 
year’s team may have just real-
ly  s t ruggled with their  power 
swings, but that takes nothing 
away from the recent success for 
the Panthers. 
That power strike has been led 
by junior college transfer Matt 
Albert as he already has a team-
leading 12 this season, with the 
most recent coming against Bel-
mont Sunday. 
It is also worth noting Albert 
already has three multi home run 
games on the year with still plen-
ty to play. 
His  wea l th  at  the  p late  has 
been somewhat contagious for 
the Panthers as three other play-
ers have at least five home runs 
on the season, and that has been 
the complete opposite from last 
season. 
In 2016, Eastern had one play-
er on the entire team hit five or 
more home runs and that was Ja-
son Scholl who led the team but 
is now graduated. 
That has  been the story for 
Eastern the season; growing as 
a  whole  and that  i s  apparent 
through one statistic. 
As far as wins though, the Pan-
thers are still lacking yet nearing 
their total from a year ago. 
With 20 games left on the sea-
son the team has already reached 
half its win total from all of last 
season. 
The problem with that is the 
Eastern won just 15 games a year 
ago. 
The 8-27 Panthers have been 
inconsistent this season and there 
really is no other way to describe 
a team that is clearly in its re-
building stage.  
While  the increase in home 
runs has been nice to see, run 
scoring has still been inconsistent 
as well. 
The team has  quick ly  gone 
from scoring 18 runs in one game 
to scoring just four combined in 
the next two against Belmont. 
But as coach Jason Anderson 
has stated before, this team has 
no problem competing with any 
opponent, instead, closing out 
games. 
It  is  one game at a t ime for 
these young Panthers and now 
they take their momentum from 
Sunday’s win into a single-game 
matchup against Butler Tuesday 
afternoon. 
Maher Kawash can be reached 
581-2812 or mwkawawsh@eiu.edu. 
Home runs 
increasing 
for baseball 
team
